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Takluk pasaran tempatan

M Persediaan awal BiotechCorp perkenal produk bioteknologi sebelum peringkat global

Oleh Rabi ‘Atul ‘Adawiyah lsmail
rabiatul@hmetro commy
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Katanva, pelaksanaan program
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kemahiran  keusahawanan ma
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serta meningkatkan  pendapatan
sekior pertamian melalul penggu
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Dr Mohd Naziee

naan bioteknologi untuk mening
katkan proses atan akiiviti yang
sedia ada

Kita mempunyai  hampir
107,000 hekiar tanah terbiar di
seluruh negara Sebagai peneraju
program ini, BiotechCorp me
nienal pasti banyvak ruang dan
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dengan tanah terbiar ini uniuk
memperkasakan ekonomi  luar
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"Dengan memanfaatkan tanah
terbiar ini kasar diang
garkan dapat menjana pulangan
lebih RM 340 juta kepada ekonomi
negara,” katanya

Mengenai  perkembangan ek
nologi itu di Sarawak, Mohd Nazlee
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Invention nation

Exhibition showcases the work of country's creative mlnds

International Invention,  allowing these youths to meet
Innovation & Technology like-minded young inventors and
Exhibition (ITEX) 2014 is their mentors from around the

taking place at the Kuala world at ITEX.
Lumpur Convention Centre MYIE 2014 will feature up to
today. 10 top winners from the nation-
Held for the 25th year, Ima s al-level Malaysia Young Inventors
leading invention exhibition will  Competition to compete in AYIE
showcase close to 1,000 inven- 2014 where inventions will be
tions, innovations and technolo-  showcased to an international
gies by key local and internation-  audience..
al players from various sectors, MYIE 2014 will be featuring 75
congregating experts from the inventions, which marks a signifi-
field of research and develop- cant increase from last year. AYIE
ment, manufacturing, financing 2014 will also be featuring close
and legal. to 100 inventions from Indonesia,
Malaysia is represented by par-  Saudi Arabia, Thailand, Vietnam,
ticipants from the local IPTA/IPTS,  China, Philippines, Hong Kong
research and education institu- and Taiwan.
tions, corporates, individualsas ~ Organised by the Malaysian
well as patent and intellectual Invention and Design Society and
property firms. managed by CIS Network Sdn Bhd,
The Malaysian Young Inventors  ITEX 2014 is all set to achieve its
Exhibition (MYIE) 2014 and - primary objective of promoting
Asian Young Inventors Exhibition  initiatives and opportunities for an
(AYIE) 2014 are also both being inventor, leading up to successful
held on a bigger scale this year commercialisation.
under the umbrella of ITEX. - The objective is in line the
The MYIE and AYIE exhibitions  Ministry of Science T i
provide a platform for young ‘and Innovation’s declara-
inventors aged 20 and below tion of 2014 as the Year of
to showcase their innovations, Commercialisation. .

Y
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UniMAP Catat Kemenangan Bergaya Di
ITEX Dan AYIE 2014

KUALA LUMPUR, 9 Mei (Bernama) -- Universiti Malaysia Perlis (UniMAP) meraih
kemenangan bergaya pada Pameran Reka Cipta, Inovasi dan Teknologi Antarabangsa (ITEX)
2014 dan Pameran Pereka Muda Asia (AYIE) 2014 Pusat Konvensyen Kuala Lumpur (KLCC)
di sini.

Kejayaan itu diperolehi selepas semua 84 produk yang dipertandingkan UniMAP pada ITEX dan
AYIE meraih 65 emas, 17 perak dan dua gangsa, kata Naib Canselor UniMAP Prof Datuk Dr
Kamarudin Hussin.

Beliau berkata daripada jumlah itu, sebanyak 55 emas, 14 perak dan satu gangsa dimenangi pada
ITEX manakala 10 emas, tiga perak dan satu gangsa dimenangi dalam cabaran AYIE.

Kejayaan pada ITEX 2014 melangkaui sasaran yang ditetapkan iaitu sebanyak 40 pingat emas.

"Saya amat teruja dengan kejayaan besar kita. [la membuktikan bidang penyelidikan di UniMAP
semakin berkembang dengan penghasilan produk-produk baru yang berteknologi tinggi,"
katanya pada pemberita di sini, Jumaat.

Prof Kamarudin berkata kejayaan itu menunjukkan peningkatan mendadak UniMAP dalam
pertandingan itu berbanding tahun lepas dengan meraih 32 pingat emas, 26 perak dan satu
gangsa dari 60 produk yang dipertandingkan.

Pameran tiga hari itu, yang bermula semalam dan berakhir esok, disertai 40 institusi pengajian
tinggi, agensi kerajaan dan institusi penyelidikan antarabangsa.

Ia dianjurkan Persatuan Reka Bentuk dan Reka Cipta Malaysia (MINDS) dan dirasmikan
Timbalan Menteri Sains, Teknologi dan Inovasi, Datuk Abu Bakar Mohamad Diah
semalam.

-- BERNAMA
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UniMAP raih 55
pingat emas ITEX

Universiti Malaysia Perlis (Uni-
MAP) mengungguli Pameran Re-
kacipta, Inovasi dan Teknologi
Antarabangsa (ITEX) 2014 di Pu-
sat Konvensyen Kuala Lumpur
(KLCC) 2014 di sini, selepas ber-
jaya meraih 55 pingat emas dari
70 yang dipertandingkan malam
kelmarin.
UniMAP juga mencipta sejarah
tersendiri apabila mencatatkan
kemenangan bergaya dengan
pencapaian 100 peratus pungu-
tan pingal menerusi semua 70
produk yang dipertandingkan
apabila turut meraih 14 pingat
perak dan satu pingat gangsa.

Terima 4 khas
Tidak cukup dengan itu kejayaan
UniMAP diteruskan lagi pada Ma-
lam Budaya Cipta ITEX 2014 apa-
bila delegasi UniMAP diumum-
kan sebagai penerima empat
anugerah khas dari dalam dan
luar negara termasuk anugerah
Asian Invention Excellence
Award 2014 yang juga anugerah
tertinggi keseluruhan ITEX 2014.

Anugerah menjadi milik, Dr
Shahriman Abu Bakar melalu
produk An Innovative Cost Effec-
tive Hemodynamic Assessment
Tool With Real Time Situational
Awareness and Critical Lifesaving
Intelligence For Medical Spe-
cialists.

Selain itu, UniMAP turut me-
nerima anugerah JIPA dari Je-
pun, atas penyelidikan terbaik da-
lam bioteknologi untuk produk A
Software Prototype Based Emotio-
nal Impairments Detection In Ne-
urological Disorders Patients Using
Wireless Signals, hasil penyelidi-
kan Dr M Murugappan.

UniMAP turut meraih anuge-
rah khas ketiga dari Prize of Asso-
ciation of Polish Inventors and
Rationalizers, Poland, menerusi
produk Fire-Shield Paint: A New
Technology Approach oleh Dr Mo-
hd Mustafa Al Bakri Abdullah.

Anugerah khas terakhir Uni-
MAP iaitu Anugerah TAITRA dan
Taiwan dimenangi menerusi pro-
duk Modified Double Weight
(MDW)Code For Automotive Indus-
try Based on FPGA Platform yang
dihasilkan Prof Dr Syed Alwee
Aljunid Syed Junid.

Hasil kemenangan keseluru-
han pada ITEX 2014 melayakkan
UniMAP untuk turut menerima
Anugerah Patron yang disampai-
kan Timbalan Menteri Sains, Tek-
nologi dan Inovasi (MOSTI), Da-
tuk Abu Bakar Mohamad Diah.

Ia menjadi koleksi kedua bagi
UniMAP selepas muncul pene-
rima anugerah Patron pada ta-
hun 2011.

Naib Canselor UniMAP, Brig
Jen Datuk Prof Dr Kamarudin

&
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Ka 1 (e
ITEX 2014 di Kual

Hussin, berkata kejayaan yang di-
perolehi pada ITEX 2014 melang:
kaui sasaran yang ditetapkan ia-
itu 40 pingat emas.

“Saya amat teruja dengan ke-
jayaan besar yang kita raih ini
dan ia membuktikan bidang pe-
nyelidikan di UniMAP semakin
berkembang dengan penghasilan
produk baru yang berpotensi di-
komersialkan.

“Oleh itu pada tahun ini, se-
laras dengan pelancaran tahun
pengkomersialan yang dilancar-

MAP pada Majlis Malom Budoyo Cipta sempeno

kan MOSTI, kita akan membe-
rikan fokus terhadap aspek ber-
kenaan agar hasil penyelidikan
UniMAP mampu dikongsikan un-
tuk manfaat bersama masyara-
kat" katanya.

Selain itu, dalam Pameran Pe-
reka Cipta Muda Asia (AYIE) 2014
yang turut diadakan bersama
ITEX, Penyelidik Muda UniMAP
memperolehi kemenangan 100
peratus dari 14 produk yang di-
pertandingkan dengan kutipan 10
emas, tiga perak dan satu gangsa.

(4

Saya amat teruja dengan
kejayaan besar yang kita
raih ini dan ia bukti
bidang penyelidikan

di UniMAP semakin
berkembang”

Kamarudin Hussin,

Naib Canselor UniMAP
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Malaysia Berpeluang Lihat Hujan Meteor
Pada 23, 24 Mei Ini

KUALA LUMPUR, 9 Mei (Bernama) -- Rakyat Malaysia berpeluang menyaksikan juraian hujan
meteor daripada Komet 209P/Linear pada 23 dan 24 Mei ini.

Agensi Angkasa Negara (Angkasa) menyatakan kira-kira 100 hingga 400 meteor sejam dapat
dilihat dengan mata kasar pada malam itu.

"Titik hujan meteor ini adalah daripada buruj Camelopardalis di langit utara dan dijangka masa
puncak hujan meteor ini adalah pada 6UTC hingga 8UTC iaitu dari 2 petang hingga 4 petang
waktu tempatan," kata Angkasa dalam kenyataan hari ini.

Hujan meteor itu boleh dilihat di kawasan yang kurang mengalami pencemaran cahaya dan
bergantung kepada keadaan cuaca langit malam kawasan itu.

Selain keadaan cuaca dan awan tebal, kebarangkalian untuk menyaksikan meteor itu
berkurangan sedikit kerana terdapat bulan sabit tua yang akan terbit kira-kira 3 pagi pada tarikh

hujan meteor itu.

Justeru itu, orang ramai yang ingin melihat hujan meteor disaran berbuat demikian sebelum
bulan terbit iaitu sebelum 3 pagi kedua-dua hari berkenaan.

Untuk maklumat lanjut, orang ramai boleh menghubungi Planetarium Negara di talian 03-
22734303 atau Observatori Negara Langkawi di talian 04-9668870.

-- BERNAMA
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Bright future for local biotechnology companies
PARADIGM SHIFT: Malaysia shows foresight to capitalize on strength, says BiotechCorp

‘a. 5
M_t_:‘p;p}; the lead develop-

ment agency for biotech industry
in Malaysia, sees a bright future for
the country in the areas of biotech-
nology development and innova-
tion, especially after seeing local
conglomerate Sime Darby Bhd tak-
ing a stake in industrial biatech-
nology company Verdezyne Inc.
California-based Verdezyne has
proprietary technologies to com-
petitively produce chemicals de-
rived from sustainable materials,
whichcanbefoundintheoilpalm
value chain.
. Malaysia produced 83 million
tonnes of palm oil in 2012 and is

. estimated to produce more than |

100 million tonnes of palm oil by
2020, which translates to some
RM30 billion of the gross national
income (GNI).

“Malaysia had the foresight to
capitalise on its strengths in bio-
diversity and natural resources to
develop its bioeconomy initia-
tives. We are the second in Asia
and the first in Asean to announce':

" a national bioeconomy

led by Prime Minister Datuk Seri
Najib Razak,” said BiotechCozp in
a statement.
- Apart from leveraging on current
investment in research and inno-
vation, adapting education and
training possibilities to today’s
needs are necessary to maintain
the relevancy of Malaysia’s
biotechnology sector.

BiotechCorp has also proved its

commitment further by announc-
ing a strategic partnership with San
Francisco-based California Insti-
tute for Quantitative Biosciences
(QB3).” 1. :

The collaboration is aimed at cre-

-ating ‘a mew . learning system-

to train Malaysian bio-en-
‘trepreneurs by providing mentor-
“ship, professional development,
- funding and partnership to drive
- commercial-based research and in-
novation. g

“Sime Darby is taking strategi-
cally measured steps to build and
nurture a sustainable portfolio of
palm-related industrial biotechnol-
ogy companies.

“There are exciting opportunities
to leverage on our substantial plan-
tation assets, and we are Keen to
capitalise on these for future
growth,”said Sime Darby president

and group chief executive officer

‘Tan Sri Mohd Bakke Salleh.

By next year, the entire value
chain from chemical to product
manufacturing of the collaboration
between Sime Darby and
Verdezyne Inc will create a po-
tential market value of up to RM86
billion.

“Malaysia’s paradigm shift has‘

" transformed the nation from a

largely agricultural and natural re-
source-exporting nation to a highly
competitive economy focusing on
higher value-added activities in
both industry and services,” said
BiotechCorp.

“It is with great confidence that
through innovation and adoption
of new technology, our bio-based
economy will set us apart from the
world in the near future,” it
added.
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El Nino: Tanaman padi dijangka terjejas
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Dam water level slowly rising

More rain from seeded clouds hitting catchment areas

By CALVIN TAN
calvintan@mystar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: The water level at
the Sungai Selangor dam is contin-
uing to rise slowly as more rain
from seeded clouds hit catchment
areas.

According to the Selangor Water
Management Authority website,
the water level at the dam stood at
41.14% as of 8am yesterday.

The water level was 36.53% on
March 31, 38.97% on April 23,
before iuttmg the 40% mark on
April 28, prompting the lifting of
water rationing exercise m the
state.

The dam supplies water m over
60%ef Kuala Lumpur, Putrajaya and

there had been significantly more
rain hitting the water catchment
areas “the past few days”.

“We are currently in the inter- -

monsoonal season which is one of
the largest contributors of rain to
the country.

“But the Sungai Selangor dam
only received 100mm of rain

MWAmstadur:gwmdwmmaahardwaredmﬁm |
petaling Jaya after the water rationing exercise was lifted.

whereas many other parts of the
state received a copious amount of
rain, about 200mm to 300mm,” he
said, adding that it would take
20mm to increase the water level

by 1% but the water was contmu—

ously being consumed. :
“Fortunately, I have been wit-

nessing increased rainfall around

‘the water catchment compared to

last month.” 2

Helmi said that the recent down-
pours over urban areas were not
likely to be from seeded clouds. -

“We target towering cumulus
clouds around the water catchment
areas and factor in wind directions
to accelerate the rain there.

“Some seeded clouds may
migrate to urban areas. However,
there are vastly more unseeded
clouds than seeded ones as our
planes can only cover a limited
area,” he said.

He said the southwest monsoon

“season, which would begin at the

end of this month and last until
September, would spell 20% to 40%

- less rain for the peninsular in June

but would see a return to a “more

~or less normal” amount in July,

August and September.

“So long as there is rain we can
carry on with cloud seeding. We
will continue until the water level
in the dam reaches a satisfactory
amount at around 55%,” he said.

Other dams which showed an
improved water level yesterday
included Sungai Tinggi at 66.68%
and Klang Gates at 62.08% - up
from 62.6% and 58.49%, respective-
ly, on April 28.
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